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GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

LIGHTING THE ALTAR CANDLES 

 

CHORAL INTROIT 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Open the doors to your hearts -- God wants to come in! 

People: We open the stories of our lives -- God is welcome 

here! 
Leader: Swing wide the doors of the church -- all God's children 

have a home! 

People: Guests, members, friends, strangers -- there are no 

exceptions! 

All: Amen 
 

*HYMN OUR GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST                 PH #1  

   

ϝ¦bL{hb Lb±h/!¢Lhb ϧ [hw5Ω{ tw!¸9w 
O God, Giver of every good gift, we gather here by habit or 

invitation, from lives that are often messy. 

We gather here young, old, middle age, and each of us you 

know by name. We come hoping for a word of wisdom, a 

gentle touch of comfort, a nudge toward courage, a surpris-

ing healing, a long sought forgiveness, the company of new 

friends. Come upon us now, dear God, and welcome us into 

your heart of love. 

 

Hear us now as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us to 

say.......... 

 
*GLORIA PATRI (See laminated sheet in pew) 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

 

A STORY FOR ALL AGES 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

SCRIPTURE Psalm 107:1-9, NCH p. 693 
 

READING MATTHEW 23:1-12 (The Message Version)  

1-3 Now Jesus turned to address his disciples, along with the crowd 
that had gathered with them. "The religion scholars and Pharisees are 
competent teachers in God's Law. You won't go wrong in following 
their teachings on Moses. But be careful about following them. They 
talk a good line, but they don't live it. They don't take it into their 
hearts and live it out in their behavior. It's all spit-and-polish veneer. 
4-7"Instead of giving you God's Law as food and drink by which you 
can banquet on God, they package it in bundles of rules, loading you 
down like pack animals. They seem to take pleasure in watching you 
stagger under these loads, and wouldn't think of lifting a finger to 
help. Their lives are perpetual fashion shows, embroidered prayer 
shawls one day and flowery prayers the next. They love to sit at the 
head table at church dinners, basking in the most prominent posi-
tions, preening in the radiance of public flattery, receiving honorary 
degrees, and getting called 'Doctor' and 'Reverend.' 8-10"Don't let 
people do that to you, put you on a pedestal like that. You all have a 
single Teacher, and you are all classmates. Don't set people up as ex-
perts over your life, letting them tell you what to do. Save that au-
thority for God; let him tell you what to do. No one else should carry 
the title of 'Father'; you have only one Father, and he's in heaven. 
And don't let people maneuver you into taking charge of them. There 
is only one Life-Leader for you and themðChrist. 11-12"Do you 
want to stand out? Then step down. Be a servant. If you puff yourself 
up, you'll get the wind knocked out of you. But if you're content to 
simply be yourself, your life will count for plenty. 
 

THANKS BE TO GOD! 
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SERMON: THE REAL THING 

 

HYMN: GOD OF OUR LIFE, THROUGH ALL THE CIRCLING YEARS  PH #97 

 

LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYER 

 

OFFERTORY    ╔ DOXOLOGY   ╔ PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
  

INVITATION 
  

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  
  

DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS 

(Because we come to the Lord as individuals, let us eat the bread when we 

receive it.  Since we also come as a family, let us all wait upon one another 

with the cup and drink together, when all have been served.) 
  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

HYMN: I SING A SONG OF THE SAINTS OF GOD               PH #481 

 

* EXTINGUISHING THE ALTAR CANDLES 

 Take the light of Christ out into the world! 

 

BENEDICTION by Peter 

CONGREGATION- If we all said a prayer            (Please See Insert) 

POSTLUDE 
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Welcome to worship at First Parish Church Congregational, 

United Church of Christ.  If you are visiting, we hope you will 

sign our guest book.  Please join us in the Milliken Room at the 

close of services, for coffee and fellowship. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Choir Practice- Tuesdays Nov. 8 & 15 at 6:30 PM and every 

Sunday at 9:15 AM 

 

Bean Supper- Nov. 12.  Please sign up to help, bring a desert, or 

whatever...but come and enjoy. 

Pastorôs Schedule 

Peterôs office hours next week are Wednesday and Thursday.  

Public Office hours next week on Wednesday at Isabellaôs at 

8:30AM. 

Holly Morrison will be preaching Sunday Nov 13.  Peter will 

return Sunday, November 20. 

***WE NEED A TRACKING MONITOR FOR HUMID-

ITY AND TEMPERATURE IN THE BASEMENT.  IF 

YOU HAVE ONE, PLEASE SPEAK WITH FRED ROBIE, 

TED MOON OR PETER.  

 THANK YOU 

If you have an announcement youôd like in the weekly bulletin, 

please email Patty4Kennedy@gmail.com or call 865-0848 by 

Wednesday. Thank you. 

mailto:Patty4Kennedy@gmail.com
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IF WE ALL SAID A PRAYER 

If we all said a prayer for each other every day, 

What a wonderful world this would be. 

I would pray God to bless you and guide you each day, 

Knowing you'd say the same prayer for me. 

The world would be joyful and peaceful, 

Earth would change to heaven you'd see. 

If we all said a prayer for each other every day, 

What a wonderful world this would be. 

Readings for next week  

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25, Psalm 78:1-7,  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Matthew 25:1-13. 

Pastor:   Reverend Peter Heinrichs 

    E-mail: pastorpeterh@gmail.com   

    Cell: 207-615-2212 

 

Ministers:   The entire Congregation 

    Church office: 207-865-6022 

 

Church President:  John Skillin: 207-865-3700 

 

Organist/Pianist:  Mike Cuva 


