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“Learning How 

to Have a Diffi-

cult Conversa-

tion,” is the title 

of the discussions and 

workshops The Rev. 

David Hall will be leading 

our congregation through 

this summer.  

 

The 7pm - 9pm meetings 

will be held on : 

 July 18   

 August 3  

 August 29  

Please mark your calen-

dars so you can partici-

pate.  We will try and 

make arrangements for 

childcare, though we 

know this is late in the 

evening for many young-

sters.  More specific in-

formation will be shared 

closer to the date of the 

first meeting.   

 

The need for these work-

shops was determined by 

a meeting of the congre-

gation’s Leaderships and 

the Rev. David Gaewski, 

our Conference Minister, 

and approved by a vote of 

folks at the Congrega-

tional meeting on June 4. 

  

Our congregation needs 

to make some critical and 

difficult decisions regard-

ing our future together. 

We have differing opin-

ions about what we 

should do and how we 

should go about doing 

that.   

 

At both of these recent 

meetings, as a group we 

agreed that one of our 

highest priorities was to 

be able to keep our con-

gregation together, no 

matter what decisions we 

ultimately made.   

 

We can achieve this goal 

if we are willing to work 

F r o m  t h e  P a s t o r  

We are grateful to Rev. 

John’s aunt, Evelyn 

Diorio who graciously 

sent money to help cover 

the cost of postage for  

the newsletter.  For 

those who would like to 

do the same in the     

future, please call the 

church office.  

New  

The Church has a new 

up and running website 

with many thanks to 

Kevin and Josie       

Johnson.   

 

The site has great eye 

appeal and easy to    

navigate!   

 

We have an immediate 

request for all of you.  

Please help us update 

our records.  While 

you’re on the site, 

please give us your 

email address in the 

“Join Email List” section, 

or in the “Guest Book”.   

 

Give it a ‘click’ yourself 

real soon! 

 

The link: 

www.freeportucc.orgwww.freeportucc.orgwww.freeportucc.orgwww.freeportucc.org    

Church  

Website! 
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toward more cohesiveness. 

We want to have open and 

honest discussions about our 

options this fall, so we can 

make decisions at our Annual 

Meeting in November of this 

year.   

 

In order to do that, in short, 

we need to learn how to 

speak with and listen to each 

other better than we have 

done in the past.    

 

Recently at a meeting with 

The Rev. David Hall and 

some of the Congregation’s 

Leaders, we discussed some 

of the symptoms or signs in-

dicating we were not hearing 

each other.   We brain-

stormed a long list of over 15 

symptoms.   

 

Some of the symptoms in-

cluded the presence of high 

anxiety, sides forming, people 

getting tired and frustrated, 

people not valuing the work 

of others and radically differ-

ent views of the congrega-

tion’s recent past.  Other 

signs included accusations 

and judgments being made 

without discussion with the 

parties involved, anger result-

ing from misunderstandings, 

misinformation, and miscommu-

nication, and an overall, deep 

lack of trust.  

 

It is impossible for us to have 

healthy conversations with the 

presence of all these symptoms. 

 And we have to have healthy 

conversations in order to faith-

fully engage in the difficult con-

versations necessary to make the 

decisions before us.        

 

The goals of these discus-

sions/workshop meetings will be 

to build (or rebuild) trust by learn-

ing how to better listen, hear 

each other, ask questions, be 

honest, give feedback, be more 

transparent, and value each 

other equally.   

 

The emphasis will be on the 

“Learning” and the “How,” not on 

what the difficult conversations 

will be about, not on what our 

options are.  We will be practicing 

speaking with each other and 

paying attention to the dynamics 

of our conversations.   

 

Breaking out of old patterns is 

difficult and takes time.  We have 

done work in this area over the 

last number of years.  We have 

more work to do. 

 

In a recent survey of what helps 

mega churches grow to be as large 

as they are, one of the major find-

ings was that the rate of growth is 

strongly correlated with the ab-

sence of conflict in the congrega-

tion.  That does not mean there are 

no differences of opinion in these 

congregations, 

rather it means they have learned 

how not to turn those differences 

of opinion into open and/or behind 

the scenes conflict.   

 

It is imperative we need to learn 

how to better resolve our conflicts 

if we are to remain a unified con-

gregation and to have any chance 

to grow spiritually and in member-

ship.  We can do this if we choose 

to try.   

 

I know we all look forward to this 

time of year to be outside and en-

joy ourselves.  And I know we need 

to have these discussions with 

each other now, or come the fall we 

will not be prepared to have the 

difficult conversations our deci-

sions will call for.  The whole con-

gregation, both members and 

friends, needs to be involved and 

engaged in these discussions and 

workshops.   

 

Without wide participation we will 

not reach our goal of being able to 

Continued on page 4 

Continued from page 1 
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Do people really hear 

what you’re saying? 

 

If you have poor interpersonal 

communication skills, which in-

clude active listening, your interac-

tions with others will suffer be-

cause you don’t have the tools to 

be able to influence, persuade, 

and negotiate your way through 

any discussion. Worse than that, 

you won’t be able to maneuver 

your way through conflict resolu-

tion, which unfortunately, occurs 

to all of us at some point.  

 

In this community of Christ, at First 

Parish Church Congregational, 

lines of communications must be 

open between all of us because 

we rely on one another to get work 

done. 

 

We all must be able to listen atten-

tively if we are going to learn to 

work together towards common 

goals, avoid conflicts and misun-

derstandings, and to succeed in 

our individual, and group, call to 

ministry. 

 

I’m excited that we are going to 

have the opportunity as a congre-

gation to work with Reverend 

David Hall to brush up on how we 

communicate by talking about 

“Learning to Have a Difficult Con-

versation.” We have tentatively 

scheduled three sessions, July 18, 

August 3, and August 29, from 7 

p.m. to 9 p.m. Please schedule 

these dates on your calendars and 

make every effort to attend.  Summers 

are a busy time but, while we all realize 

that fact, I hope you can find the time 

to set aside for these very important 

learning events in the life of our con-

gregation.  While it is so very important 

for all members to attend, it is ex-

pected that all leaders of the church 

be involved. You’ll be hearing more 

about the series from Reverend John 

over the next few weeks. I hope your 

curiosity is sufficiently aroused so that 

we’ll see you there! 

 

This past year has been a difficult one 

in the life of our congregation; we’ve 

lost treasured, dear friends and we 

have been trying to cope with all the 

flurry of activity due to our financial 

situation. We are a strong and loving 

group, with many fond memories of 

those we’ve lost, and we still rely on 

each other to uplift one another’s spir-

its. Most of all, we have a deep, abid-

ing faith that keeps us grounded in our 

common bond. 

 

When I think of First Parish Church, I 

always think first of my relationship 

with Christ and pray for the guidance 

to continually strengthen that faith. I 

think secondly of the people, the con-

gregation, for whom I have so much 

love and from whom I find so much 

strength.  I have so much to be thank-

ful for at a time when most people 

would find it difficult to even say the 

word.  

 

You were there for me in so many ways 

when my Dad died suddenly a year 

ago, and you have been so supportive 

over this past year while my Mom bat-

tled Primary Biliary Liver Disease. You 

held me up, uplifted me, when she 

died May 26, even though I was 700 

miles away in Virginia. I felt your pres-

ence with me each step of the way as 

though you were right there, physically, 

with your arms around me, while my 

arms were around her, talking to her, 

helping her ease from this life into Je-

sus’ arms.  That, my friends, is what a 

family does, and family is what I feel in 

your midst each time we’re together.  I 

am truly grateful for you and I will wit-

ness to anyone who will listen about 

what our faith community means to 

me.  I hope you will all search deep 

within your regard towards our church 

family and witness as well – as often 

and as powerfully as you can.  

 

There is so much more to First Parish 

Church than the financial crisis we’re 

in, or who is volunteering and who is-

n’t, or who is pledging and who isn’t.  

Take a moment to think about what 

uplifts you; make a list if you need to. 

Then share it with any and all who 

come across your path.  Whether we’re 

“discussing” problems, or worshipping 

together, if we listen carefully, truly 

listen, we’ll all be able to walk together 

no matter what God calls us to do. 

 

In His Love, 

Ruth 
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   PledgesPledgesPledgesPledges        PlatePlatePlatePlate 
 
Through April  $27,018.50        $6,550.00 
 
May Receipts  $4,764.50        $   473.00 
 
To Date   $31,783.00        $7,023.00 
 
    
In addition the Church received for May 06:In addition the Church received for May 06:In addition the Church received for May 06:In addition the Church received for May 06:    
 
Per Capita    $        24.00 
Children’s Day    $          2.00 
Communion    $        25.00 
Lent/Easter    $          5.00 
Gifts/Memorials Organ Fund  $      922.00 
Gifts/Memorials General Fund  $      370.00  
   
 
 
If you are a member of record of this Church, Per Cap-
ita Dues must be paid for you.  When you do not pay 
them, the money comes from the General Fund.   
 
Whether you contribute to your Church or not, the dues 
still have to be paid.  Please make an effort to pay your 
dues.  They are $12.00 per year. 
 
Thank you and 
Peace, 
Elaine Wilmot, Financial Secretary 

do that.  And we do not have to do this work 

alone.   

 

We believe that God is amongst us.  If we take 

seriously our call to allow God to speak through 

us, work through us, then we will engage in 

these workshops with all seriousness, opening 

ourselves up to the way God moves and 

changes us all.  

 

God is used to difficult conversations.  God is 

engaged in them all the time.  We need more 

practice, so we too might engaged in ours 

faithfully.  

 

See you there. 

Peace, John   

Continued from page 2 
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than last 
year, so 
that is 
good. 
Don’t forget we are al-
ways looking for knit-
ters, used books in 
good condition and also 
hearing aids. 
 
Circle your calendar for 
August 19 when we 

have our annual food 
sale! 

My email address:    
papooters@aol.com or 
call me at 865-3215.  
 
We would welcome 
anyone who would like 
to share their gift of 
music. Gospel,      
Christian Rock, Old  
Favorites, etc.   
 
While our organist,   
Peter Dickson is taking 
time off for a few 
weeks, we are grateful 
to have Dawn Tritch 
play the piano for our 
services during the 
first two weeks in July.  
 
I hope some of our 
newer members will 
consider joining our 
choir when we begin 
again.  We are a fun 
group of friendly peo-
ple, and you don't have 

to be able to read    
music!  
 
Our rehearsals typically 
take place on Wednes-
day evenings at 6 PM 
in the Sanctuary.  
 
Look for more info in 
an upcoming newslet-
ter, bulletin or an     
announcement as to 
when our choir will  
begin a new season.  
 
Pat Pooters, 
Music Chair  

Music is an important 
part of our Worship 
Service, and many of 
our parishioners have 
talked to me about  
trying to get different 
people to come and 
sing at our services.  
 
I would love to be able 
to accommodate these 
requests, but do not 
have any ideas of who 
to call.  
 
SO, I am turning to all 
of you for help!  
 
If you know of anyone 
who has a musical   
talent, either to sing or 
to play an instrument 
and would be willing to 
share that talent at any 
of our summer         
services, please con-
tact me.   
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The Mission Commit-
tee met and decided 
where they would dis-
tribute the mission 
money for the year. 
 
We have chosen 19 
places for your money.  
We were able to send 
$30 to each 
one—which is 
a little better 

W h o ’ s  

w h o    f o r  

c h u r c h  

l e a d e r s  

 

• John Ward-Diorio, 
Pastor  

• Ruth Porter,           
President  

• Janice Fogg,             
Vice President  

• Ann Westervelt,  

        Secretary & Historian  

• Dianne Vigue,     
Treasurer  

• Elaine Wilmot,      
Financial Secretary  

• Barb McPheters, 

        Asst Fin Secretary  

• Thelma Dunning,    
Auditor  

• Binks Colby-George, 
Chair Board of 

         Trustees  

• Judy Colby-George,     
Dir. Christian Ed., 
Chair, Nominating  

• Brenda Skillin,  

         Chair, Stewardship  

• Lois Dennison,    
Chair, Missions  

• Cy Tompson,  

         Chair Hospitality  

• Judy Armstrong,  

         Chair Deaconate  

• Pat Pooters,         

         Chair, Music 

• Laura Perkins, 

        Editor, Newsletter 

• Steve McPheters, 
Trustee  

• Wayne Robinson, 
Trustee   

• John Bushee,        
Trustee   

• Barb McPheters,        
Nominating   

• Ted Moon,           
Nominating  

• Karen Bushee,            
Stewardship  

• Fawn Mercer,      
Stewardship  



Sun., July  30Sun., July  30Sun., July  30Sun., July  30                    11:00am11:00am11:00am11:00am    

Church Council Meeting 

Thu., August 3Thu., August 3Thu., August 3Thu., August 3        7:00pm7:00pm7:00pm7:00pm————9:00pm9:00pm9:00pm9:00pm                                                                                                                                                                                

“Learning How to Have Difficult Conversations”, Part 2 
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C a l e n d a r  o f  C h u r c h  E v e n t s  

Sun., July 16Sun., July 16Sun., July 16Sun., July 16            9:30am9:30am9:30am9:30am                                                                                                                                                                                        

Josie Cameron singing during worship! 

Tue., July 18Tue., July 18Tue., July 18Tue., July 18            7:00pm7:00pm7:00pm7:00pm————9:00pm9:00pm9:00pm9:00pm                                                                                                                                                                                

“Learning How to Have Difficult Conversations”, Part 1 

Thu., July 20Thu., July 20Thu., July 20Thu., July 20            6:00pm6:00pm6:00pm6:00pm                                                                                                                                                                                        

Bring a salad and ideas for a book we can read and discuss 

next month.  The Women’s Salad Supper & Book Club meet 

downstairs at the church. 

Sun., July 23Sun., July 23Sun., July 23Sun., July 23            9:30am9:30am9:30am9:30am                                                                                                                                                                                        

After worship please join us for a picnic, swim and ballgame at 

Freeport’s Winslow Park.  Bring a salad or dessert to share.  

FMI:  Brenda Skillin at 865-3700. 

Fri., July 28Fri., July 28Fri., July 28Fri., July 28            7:00pm7:00pm7:00pm7:00pm            

Ceidh House Concert    

Sat., July 29Sat., July 29Sat., July 29Sat., July 29                5:00pm & 6:00pm5:00pm & 6:00pm5:00pm & 6:00pm5:00pm & 6:00pm    

Church Chicken Supper         

Sun., July  30Sun., July  30Sun., July  30Sun., July  30                    9:30am9:30am9:30am9:30am    

Josie Cameron singing during worship! 

H e a d s  U p    

The Alvin and Florence Dennison Golf Scramble will 

be held at the Freeport Country Club on September 

16 for the benefit of the Church.  Prizes will be given 

and food served.  We need LOTS of players to make 

this a success.  More info to follow.  In the mean-

while, contact Archie Dennison at 865-3335. 

Reverend John Ward-Diorio 

Pastor Study : 207-865-3034  

E-mail: john_ward-diorio@coconetme.org 

 

Administrative Assistant, Lin Gordon 

Office Phone: 207-865-6022  

E-mail: FPC@coconetme.org 
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Newsletter Editor, Laura Perkins 
Home Phone:  207-865-3355 
E-mail: laura.perkins1@verizon.net 
 
Next newsletter deadline:  August 25 
Publish date:   September 1 
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